Unless scholars are enabled to study uncatalogued collections, some manusqripts will end in disintegration and more works will be lost. It is vital that arrangements be made, on an international level, for qualified scholars to study this and other uncatalogued collections, to establish a universal microfilm library, and to publish catalogues of medical and scientific manuscripts.
A. Z. ISKANDAR Die anatomische Sektion in bildlicher Darstellung, by G. WOLF-HEIDEGGER and ANNA MARIA CETrro, Basle, Karger, 1967, pp. vi, 612, 355 plates, S.Fr./DM. 150. In the first part of this book on the representation of anatomical dissection WolfHeidegger offers a history of human dissection in different cultures, the place and time of the earliest dissections in Europe and America, prosectors and anatomists, the teaching procedures, anatomical theatres, the procuring of cadavers, their preservation, and the instruments used in dissection. Frau Cetto has been responsible for a catalogue of the illustrations, and gives the size, author, location, biographical and technical information, together with concise references. The book is beautifully printed and richly illustrated, including some exquisite coloured reproductions; indeed this work exceeds any previous attempts and complements for human dissections the classic study on anatomical illustration by Choulant (1852). Wolf-Heidegger discusses in great detail certain controversial problems, in particular the Arabic contributions to human dissections and the stand of the Catholic Church up to the Renaissance; the arguments presented and the wealth of references quoted give to this historical introduction an exhaustive character. Furthermore, the systematic
